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SUBJECT: INDIAN NATIONAL RAIL STRIKE: ITF REACTION 
REE: NEW DELHI 6343 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY. THE INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORTWORKERS 
FEDERATION (ITF) HAS CABLED PRIME MINISTER GANDHI AND 
ILO DIRECTOR GENERAL BLANCHARD TO PROTEST THE ACTION OF 
THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT IN ARRESTING RAILWAY UNION LEADERS. 
END SUMMARY. 

2. IN ITS CABLE TO MADAME GANDHI, THE ITE DECLARED THAT 

IT "WAS APPALLED AT THE MASS ARREST OE INDIAN RAILWAYMEN 
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ALL ACCEPTABLE STANDARDS OE INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS AND CAN 
EXACERBATE EXISTING BITTERNESS. WE CALL ON YOU IMMEDI- 
ATELY TO RELEASE ALL CONCERNED, AND TO COMMENCE MEANING- 
FUL NEGOTIATIONS TO SETTLE RAILWAYMEN'S GENUINE 
GRIEVANCES." 

3. THE ITF IN ITS CABLE TO BLANCHARD, REQUESTED HIS 
"URGENT INTERVENTION ON BEHALF OF THOUSANDS OF INDIAN 
RAILWAYMEN ARRESTED AND DETAINED EOR PLANNING STRIKES IN 
PURSUIT OF CLAIMS FOR LONG OVERDUE IMPROVEMENTS IN WAGES 
AND CONDITIONS. GOVERNMENT ACTION (WAS) IN CLEAR 
VIOLATION OE SPIRIT OF BASIC ILO PRINCIPLES." 

4. THE ITF INFORMED THE RAILWAYMEN'S UNION OE ITS UNDER- 
STANDING THAT THE ILO DIRECTOR GENERAL WAS FLYING TO 
NEW DELHI TO EXAMINE THE SITUATION DIRECTLY, AND URGED 
THEM TO CONTACT HIM. IN ADDITION, THE ITE CIRCULATED 
ITS CABLES TO ALL OF ITS AFFILIATES AND ASKED THEM TO 
DIRECT SIMILAR PROTESTS TO THE INDIAN PRIME MINISTER. 
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